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Senator Harp, Representative Walker, distinguished members of the Appropriations Committee,

I am State Senator Michael McLachlan, and I am here today to speak in support of House Bill
5117, An Act Concerning Portions of the State Budget Appropriating Aid to Municipalities.

This bill was introduced with the intentions of aiding municipalities in their budgeting process,
by requiring that the General Assembly adopt portions of the State budget that appropriate aid to
municipalities no later than March 1 of any calendar year. By assuring that this is done
municipalities will have state aid numbers in place so they can plan their annual budgets
accordingly. '

Municipalities plan a great deal of their annual budgets based upon what they are going to
receive from the state. Additionally, many of Connecticut’s municipalities prepare and present
 their budgets in the earlier part of the calendar year. Often times, as we know, the budget process
at the Capitol takes a great deal of time, often stretching into late spring. These two timelines

simply do not line up.

It is unfair for us to prevent municipalities from preparing and presenting accurate budgets
because there is contention here at the Capitol. Municipalities deserve to be able to plan for the
fiscal well-being of their communities with a clear picture of what will be coming their way from
the state. This legislation will create a deadline for the state in which they need to provide for the
aid that municipalities can expect, which in turn will allow for municipalities to the ability to
fully understand the fiscal picture for their upcoming year. That is simply the best way to ensure
responsible budgeting on both the part of municipalities and the state.

I urge the committee to support this legislation.

Thank you.



